
Translation 11



Translate exactly as you have done before. Be careful of the tenses and watch out for future tense 
endings in this passage. My attempt is on the next page.



Then Ceres walked out of the farmer's cottage. But the family wept and Triptolemus wept because  
now he was not sleeping in the goddess's lap. Early in the morning the farmer called together the 
men and women of the place and told [them] the words and deeds of the goddess. Then the men and
women took stones and built a big temple. The gift of the people was welcome to the goddess and 
Ceres was inhabiting [inhabited] the temple for a long time. Meanwhile neither apples nor grapes 
nor roses lay on the altars of the other gods. Now grass did not grow in the meadows, now apples 
did not grow in the fields, because Ceres was still weeping on account of her daughter. And so 
Jupiter said to the goddess, “Pluto has your daughter. Persephone is Queen of the Underworld. But 
Mercury will hurry to the Kingdom of the Underworld and will quickly bring the girl to your 
temple.” then Mercury hurried to the underworld. Persephone was sitting with her husband on a 
couch. The girl was miserable because she was still wanting her dear mother. But she saw Mercury  
and was happy. “You will see the dear goddess again,” he said, “again Ceres will have her 
daughter.” then Pluto begged the girl with kind words. “O Persephone, Pluto will always be 
welcome to your memory, you will be Queen of the Underworld again. Now the sky is blue, the 
meadows are joyful but soon the sky will be cold and the winds and the fields will be cold. Then 
you will long for your husband and the kingdom of the underworld again. Farewell, Dear Queen.”




