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Mars calls Romulus into Heaven

The Campus Martius lies in a bend of the River Tiber. In the Campus Martius the young Romans 
diligently exercised (were exercising) their bodies. In this way they had strong and healthy bodies. 
After the games they were swimming in the yellow Tiber. In this way the Tiber refreshed (their) 
tired bodies. Here, by chance, Romulus was giving his citizens justice; he praised the good citizens: 
he blamed the bad citizens. Suddenly, the crash of a thunderbolt terrified the people. Great showers 
of rain from the sky chased away the men and women.  Romulus alone remained calm and fearless. 
He saw his father, Mars, in the sky. Then Mars called his son with kind words: “You have ruled on 
earth enough,” he said, “now you will rule in the sky (heaven) and in the stars with your father and 
the other gods. I will carry my son to heaven.” Then he urged on his wonderful horses. Romulus 
hurried with his father to the stars.   


