
Julia 38

This translation exercise fits in well with our studies in Virgil at the moment. Watch out for passive 
verbs again and also for use of the pluperfect. Do your best with this and then compare with my 
attempt on the last page. Vocabulary is on the next page.  





In the Roman Forum are 
the ruins of the round temple of Vesta
not far from the home of the Vestal
Virgins. These maidens were thought
the most sacred of all Roman women
because they took care of the sacred fire
in the round temple. Aeneas the father
of the Romans had brought this most
carefully from Troy. Of all the Vestal
Virgins the most famous was Rhea
Silvia the mother of Romulus and
Remus. This woman did not live at
Rome but at Alba Longa for Rome was
not yet built. Aeneas when he came to
Italy, lived for a few years in these
regions and at length was called to
heaven by the immortal gods. Then
Ascanius, the son of Aeneas, built a
small city and reigned happy there for
many years. After Ascanius died, other
kings reigned in turn. Of these King
Numitor ruled the city well and kindly
and gave to the citizens good laws. But
Numitor's brother was a fierce and cruel
man called Amulius. This man gathered
companions and forces and attacked
[his] brother [led the army against his  brother]. The brothers fought long and bitterly but the 
soldiers of Numitor could not withstand the enemy charge and they sought safety in flight. And so 
Numitor was expelled from the kingdom by his brother.   


